YOUTH TEST FARM
A test farm in Ukwe EPA where
youth can gain experience, share
knowledge and try out sustainable
innovative ideas in agriculture.
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smart farming methods in order to
make agriculture in Malawi more
resilient.

Youth Unemployment

Climate Change
In Malawi, the effects of climate
change have a big impact on
agriculture. Temperatures are
increasing, sea levels are rising,
precipitation patterns are changing
and extreme weather events are
occurring more frequently. This leads
to problems such as land degradation,
flooding, and droughts resulting in
food shortages and extreme poverty.
To make agriculture more resilient,
this project teaches youth climate-

In addition we want to make
agriculture more attractive to the
youth. About 25% of the youth (1835 years) in Malawi are unemployed.
The agricultural sector offers multiple
livelihood and employment
opportunities for the youth, and is in
both countries the backbone of the
economy. However, youth often have
a negative perception of agricultural
activities. They migrate to the city but
cannot find a job. Consequently this
increases criminality.

Youth Test Farm Project
By giving young people access to a
youth test farm, they gain experience
and practical knowledge in climatesmart agriculture. They will be able to
apply this to their own farm and share
it. In this way, more food is produced
in an environmental friendly way. Next
to this, the youth will contribute to
climate change adaptation and
mitigation and thus create a more
sustainable future for themselves and
others.

Knowledge enhancement and
'Horizontal learning'

Climate Smart Agriculture
On the youth test farm, we aim to
make agriculture attractive to the
youth and promote climate-friendly
agriculture. This tackles problems
such as deforestation at source.
At the youth test farm, young people
are offered training from climatesmart example farmers and experts.
By focusing on improved sustainable
agriculture and sustainable use of
natural resources, the participating
young farmers will be able to build
resilient farming systems which in
turn benefits the environment. (e.g.
less damage to the landscape and
efficient use of scarce resources such
as land and water). In addition, they
are also supported to develop a
business plan for their own farm. The
long-term goal is that local
economies/markets grow, food
production increases and natural
resources remain protected.

In order to provide a lasting impact of
the project on the long term and to
make an impact at regional and
national level, the 'horizontal learning'
principle is a key element troughout
the project. This principle focuses on
the exchange of knowledge and ideas
within social networks. Social media
platforms will be used to share photos,
videos and tips. Knowledge is also
shared through trainings by experts
and visits to other innovative farms.

SDG's
This project contributes to the realization of
several Sustainable Development Goals:
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(NGO) that is committed to initiating unique, catalytic
and scalable interventions aimed at conserving the
environment while delivering sustainable socioeconomic development for the people of Malawi.
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